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BUT NOT ALL HPMC CAPSULES ARE CREATED EQUAL!

Hydroxypropyl  methylcel lu lose (HPMC) capsules  have gained popular i ty  in

the dietary  supplement  industry  due to  their  unique advantages  over

tradit ional  gelat in  capsules .  In  th is  art ic le ,  we delve into the propert ies  of

HPMC capsules ,  shed l ight  on their  ethica l  d imensions,  and explore the

potent ia l  r i sks  associated with their  sourc ing.

Some HPMC capsules  may be made with cotton l inters  -  a  byproduct  of

cotton product ion—as a  raw mater ia l  for  HPMC.  Whi le  th is  may seem cost-

effect ive,  i t  ra ises  ser ious  ethica l  concerns.  In  some countr ies ,  which are

responsib le  for  a  large proport ion of  the world 's  cotton product ion,  human

rights  v io lat ions  occur  due to  mass  detent ion,  survei l lance and forced

labour  of  ethnic  minor i t ies ,  often on government  orders .

INTRO:
The Hidden Cost 

of HPMC Capsules 

BE AWARE OF THE POTENTIAL IMPLECATIONS OF USING
HPMC CAPSULES SOURCED FROM COUNTRIES WHERE

ETHNIC MINORITIES ARE OPPRESSED

Considerat ions  as  a  responsib le  d ietary  supplement  company

Indirect  Support :  Us ing HPMC capsules  made with raw mater ia ls  f rom

such countr ies  indirect ly  support  forced labour  and oppress ion.

1.

Legal  and Reputat ional  R isks :  Companies  us ing such capsules  expose

themselves  to  legal  repercuss ions  and reputat ional  damage.

2.

Ethica l  Choices:  Opt ing for  ethica l ly  sourced HPMC or  seeking

alternat ive mater ia ls  ensures  a l ignment  with human r ights  pr inc ip les .

3.

As  consumers  become more consc ious,  t ransparency and responsib le

sourc ing are  cr i t ica l  for  mainta in ing trust  and integr i ty  in  industry .



Hypromellose Cellulose:  
Made from 
Cotton Pulp & Wood Pulp

Hydroxypropyl  Methylcel lu lose (HPMC),  a lso  known as  Hypromel lose,  i s

a  semisynthet ic  polymer der ived from cel lu lose.  The highest  qual i ty  and

most  compl iant  HPMC is  der ived from wood pulp,  whereas  some HPMC

may be made with cotton l inters ,  which are  the short  f ibers  that  remain

on the cotton seed after  g inning.  Cotton l inters  are  a  cheap and

abundant  raw mater ia l  for  HPMC product ion,  and China is  one of  the

major  exporters  of  HPMC in  the world    .  (19)



COTTON INDUSTRY 
and FORCED LABOUR

Cotton is  a  g lobal ly  prominent  crop renowned for  i ts  appl icat ions  in

apparel  and text i les .  The problem is ,  that  some country 's  cotton

industry  i s  heavi ly  involved in  forced labour  and human r ights

v io lat ions.  For  example,  20% of  the world 's  cotton and 84% of  China's

cotton are produced in  the X inj iang region,  where ethnic  minor i t ies  such

as  the Uyghurs  are  often oppressed   .  Thereby HPMC capsules  der ived

from cotton and their  subsequent  f in ished capsule  products  are  exposed

to inherent  r isks  and unwanted negat ive associat ions.  

In  response to  these chal lenges,  there has  been a  g lobal  mobi l i zat ion

towards  regulat ing supply  chains ,  wherein  pol ic ies  have been enacted

related to  the importat ion of  products  l inked to  forced labour.  These

regulatory  f rameworks  notably  underscore the p ivotal  ro le  of

procurement  in  assuming fu l l  responsib i l i ty  for  the acquis i t ion of

products  entangled with forced labour.  This  art ic le ,  therefore,

endeavors  to  funct ion as  a  guid ing document for  ethica l  capsule

sourc ing,  a iming to  contr ibute to  the establ ishment  of  a  robust  and

moral ly  sound g lobal  supply  chain.

(15)



About Xinjiang 
and the Uyghur Population 

The Uyghurs  are  a  Turk ic

ethnic  group,  pr imar i ly

Musl ims,  nat ive  to  the

Xinj iang Uyghur  Autonomous

Region in  northwest  China.

Xinj iang is  an expansive and

strategica l ly  s igni f icant

region,  r ich  in  natural  resources.  X in j iang is  home to the Uyghur  and

other  Musl im minor i t ies ,  who have been subjected to  mass  detent ion,

survei l lance,  indoctr inat ion,  and coerc ion by the Chinese government   .

According to  a  report  by  the Center  for  Global  Pol icy ,  more than hal f  a

mi l l ion people  f rom these groups have been coerced into p ick ing cotton

through the government 's  " labour  transfer  programs",  which c la im to

be part  of  a  poverty  a l lev iat ion campaign   .  This  const i tutes  a  grave

vio lat ion of  human r ights  and internat ional  labour  standards,  and poses

a ser ious  r isk  for  the d ietary  supplement  industry .  

Xinjiang

(20)
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About Xinjiang 
and the Uyghur Population Cont.  

Some of  the reported issues  inc lude:

1.  Cultura l  and Rel ig ious  Suppress ion:  

Reports  indicate  that  the Chinese government  has  implemented pol ic ies

suppress ing Uyghur  cultura l  and re l ig ious  pract ices .  This  inc ludes  the

destruct ion of  Uyghur  cultura l  s i tes ,  restr ict ions  on re l ig ious  att i re ,  and

interference in  re l ig ious  educat ion         .

2 .  Populat ion Control  Measures:

There are  c la ims of  forced ster i l i zat ions  and other  measures  a imed at

control l ing  the Uyghur  populat ion's  growth   .

3 .  Forced Labour:

There are  a l legat ions  that  Uyghurs  and other  minor i ty  groups are

subjected to  forced labour  in  var ious  industr ies ,  inc luding cotton

product ion,  which is  a  s igni f icant  concern g iven X inj iang's  ro le  in  the

global  cotton supply  chain    .

(21)
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Source:  USDA Cotton Pol icy  in  China



And, What should YOU do?

EMBOCAPS® is  committed to  supply ing benchmark-qual i ty  capsule

products  and serv ices .  In  our  ef forts  to  provide you with the best

HPMC capsule  for  your  needs,  we start  with  the h ighest  qual i ty  raw

mater ia ls .  A l l  EMBOCAPS® VG product  l ines  (VG-Pro,  VG-Alpha,  and

VG-AP)  use wood pulp or ig in  HPMC mater ia ls  f rom qual i f ied,

reputable,  and g lobal ly  known partners .  We r igorously  avoid  any

mater ia ls  associated with or  der ived from certa in  regions  known for

human r ights  abuses,  inc luding forced labour.  We are committed to

provid ing h igh-qual i ty  and ethica l ly  sourced products  to  our

customers  and take pr ide in  our  responsib le  sourc ing pract ices .

So, What is  EMBOCAPS® Doing?

As a  responsib le  d ietary  supplement  company,  you need to  be aware

of  the potent ia l  impl icat ions  of  us ing HPMC capsules  made with

cotton or  other  mater ia ls  f rom countr ies  or  regions  associated with

forced labour  and human r ights  v io lat ions.  I t  i s  h ighly  recommended

to a lways  check exact ly  which raw mater ia l  i s  involved,  where the

raw mater ia l  i s  produced and what  are  the product ion and working

condit ions  are  l ike,  so  as  not  to  indirect ly  support  the oppress ion of

ethnic  minor i t ies  in  certa in  countr ies .  Many countr ies ,  inc luding the

US,  the UK,  Canada,  and the EU,  have laws that  prohibit  the import

of  goods made with forced labour.  I f  you are found to  be in

v io lat ion of  these laws,  you may face f ines,  sanct ions,  or  even

cr iminal  charges.  Moreover,  you want  to  strengthen the trust  of

your  customers,  who are increas ingly  concerned about  the ethica l

and socia l  aspects  of  the products  they consume.



The European Par l iament  has  granted i ts  u l t imate approval

to  a  new regulat ion empowering the EU to prohibit  the sa le ,

import ,  and export  of  goods produced us ing forced labor.

This  regulat ion enables  member state  author i t ies  and the

European Commiss ion to  conduct  invest igat ions  into

suspic ious  goods,  supply  chains ,  and manufacturers .  I f  a

product  i s  found to  have been made us ing forced labor,  i t

wi l l  no longer  be permiss ib le  for  sa le  within  the EU market ,

inc luding onl ine p latforms,  and shipments  wi l l  be halted at

the EU’s  borders .  Manufacturers  of  banned goods must

withdraw their  products  f rom the EU s ingle  market ,  with

opt ions  to  donate,  recyc le ,  or  destroy them. Non-compl iant

companies  may face f ines.  Once a  company eradicates  forced

labor  f rom i ts  supply  chains ,  the goods may be re introduced

to the EU market .  The regulat ion now awaits  f inal  formal

approval  f rom the EU Counci l  and subsequent  publ icat ion in

the Off ic ia l  Journal .  EU countr ies  wi l l  be required to

implement  i t  with in  three years .

<Highl ights>

Suspected use of  forced labour  to  be invest igated and,  i f

proven,  products  to  be withdrawn from the market

Attent ion to  products  coming from areas  with a  h igh r isk

of  state- imposed forced labour

Products  may be a l lowed back on the market  i f  forced

labour  is  e l iminated from the supply  chain

EUROPEAN UNION
Products made with forced labour to
be banned from EU single market
 April  24 2024

(27)



The German government  has  passed the Supply  Chain  Act ,

a lso  known as  the "L ieferkettengesetz ,"  a imed at  improving

the protect ion of  human r ights  and the environment in  g lobal

supply  chains .  The law focuses  on ensur ing compl iance with

fundamental  human r ights  standards,  such as  the prohibit ion

of  chi ld  and forced labour,  as  wel l  as  key environmental

standards.  German companies  are  now mandated to  uphold

these standards  throughout  their  ent i re  supply  chains ,  f rom

raw mater ia ls  to  f in ished products .  The law establ ishes  c lear

and act ionable  requirements  for  corporate due di l igence,

provid ing legal  certa inty  for  companies  and affected

indiv iduals .  Notably ,  external  overs ight  by  the Federal  Off ice

for  Economic  Affa irs  and Export  Control  (BAFA)  ensures

compl iance through the examinat ion of  company reports  and

invest igat ion of  submitted complaints .  The act  a lso  enhances

the protect ion of  human r ights  by  a l lowing indiv iduals

affected by human r ights  v io lat ions  to  pursue their  r ights  in

German courts  and submit  complaints  to  the BAFA.

GERMANY
Protecting Human Rights:  
The Supply Chain Act
January 1  2023



Publ ic  Law 117-78 is  an act  a imed at  prevent ing goods made

with forced labour  in  the X inj iang Uyghur  Autonomous

Region of  the People 's  Republ ic  of  China from enter ing the

United States  market .  The law is  des igned to  address

concerns  about  human r ights  abuses,  part icular ly  in  re lat ion

to the Uyghur  populat ion in  X in j iang.  I t  prohibits  the

importat ion of  goods produced us ing forced labour  in  th is

region and establ ishes  mechanisms to  enforce and monitor

compl iance.  The law ref lects  the U.S.  government 's

commitment  to  address ing human r ights  v io lat ions  and

ensur ing that  products  associated with forced labour  are  not

al lowed into the U.S.  market .

United States
Public Law 117-78:  
An act to ensure that goods made with
forced labour in the Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region of the People's
Republic of China do not enter the United
States market,  and for other purposes.

December 23 2021



As a  product  developer,  procurement,  and f inal

consumer,  i t  i s  imperat ive  that  you take act ion to  ensure

that  your  HPMC capsules  are  not  made with cotton

l inters  f rom regions  associated with human r ights

v io lat ions  and forced labour.  You need to  conduct  a

thorough due di l igence of  your  HPMC capsule  suppl iers ,

and request  them to provide transparent  and traceable

informat ion about  the or ig in  and the product ion process .

I t  i s  recommended to audit  your  suppl iers  regular ly ,  and

cut  t ies  with  any suppl ier  that  fa i l s  to  meet  your  ethica l

standards.  You a lso need to  communicate your  ef forts

and commitments  to  your  customers,  and demonstrate

that  your  HPMC capsules  are  safe,  ef fect ive,  and ethica l .

By  doing so,  you wi l l  not  only  avoid  the r isks  of  HPMC

capsules  made with mater ia ls  sourced from forced

labour  and oppress ion of  ethnica l  minor i t ies ,  but  a lso

gain  a  compet it ive  edge in  the d ietary  supplement

market .  You wi l l  enhance your  brand image and

reputat ion,  and attract  more customers  who value

qual i ty ,  integr i ty ,  and soc ia l  responsib i l i ty .  You wi l l  a lso

contr ibute to  the g lobal  movement against  forced labour

and human r ights  v io lat ions,  and make a  pos i t ive

di f ference in  the world.

CONCLUSION
ENSURING ETHICAL HPMC CAPSULES

www.embocaps.com
inquiries@embocaps.com



References
(1)  https://www.govinfo.gov/app/detai ls/PLAW-117publ78/related 
(2)  https://www.ers .usda.gov/webdocs/out looks/36244/52550_cws-15c-01.pdf?v=9647
Towards  an EU ban on products  made with forced labour  |  News |  European Par l iament
(europa.eu)  
(3)  https://www.bmz.de/de/themen/l ieferkettengesetz
(4)  https://www.dhs.gov/forced- labour-enforcement-task-force 
(5)  https://www.cfr .org/backgrounder/china-x in j iang-uyghurs-musl ims-repress ion-genocide-
human-r ights  
(6)  https://www.worldvis ion.com.au/docs/default -source/buy-ethica l - fact-sheets/forced-and-
chi ld- labour- in-the-cotton- industry- fact-sheet .pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://www.ers .usda.gov/topics/crops/cotton-and-wool/cotton-sector-at-a-g lance/
https://www.stat ista .com/stat ist ics/263055/cotton-product ion-worldwide-by-top-countr ies/
(7)  https://www.grandviewresearch.com/industry-analys is/nutr i t ional -supplements-market
(8)  https://www.grandviewresearch.com/industry-analys is/dietary-supplements-market
(9)  https://www.mordor intel l igence.com/industry-reports/dietary-supplement-market
(10)  https://www.stat ista .com/stat ist ics/828481/total -d ietary-supplements-market-s ize- in-
the-us/
(11)  https://www.glanbianutr i t ionals .com/en/nutr i -knowledge-center/ ins ights/ look-us-
supplement-market-out look
(12)  https://www.chinadai ly .com.cn/a/202103/26/WS605dce3ca31024ad0bab1ec8.html
(13)  https://www.cs is .org/analys is/forced- labour-x in j iang-and- impl icat ions-g lobal -supply-
chains  
(14)  https://www.bbc.com/news/world-as ia-china-54260732
(15)  https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-as ia-china-56535822
(16)  https://www.bbc.com/news/business-55357215
(17)  https://www.bbc.com/news/business-50312010
(18)  https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/15/x inj iang-china-more-than-hal f -a-
mi l l ion-forced-to-pick-cotton-report- f inds
(19)  https://www.kemoxcel lu lose.com/ins ide-chinas-booming-hpmc-factory- industry/
(20)  https://www.dol .gov/agencies/ i lab/against-their -wi l l - the-s i tuat ion- in-x in j iang
(21)  https://uhrp.org/submiss ions/uhrp-submits-comprehensive-report- for-un-considerat ion-
of-chinas-human-r ights-record/
(22)  https://www.aspi .org.au/report/uyghurs-sa le
(23)  https://turk istant imes.com/en/news-3113.html
(24)  https:// lords l ibrary.par l iament.uk/china-a l legat ions-of-human-r ights-abuses/
(25)  https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/19/break-their - l ineage-break-their -roots/chinas-
cr imes-against-humanity-target ing
(26)  https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/15/x inj iang-china-more-than-hal f -a-
mi l l ion-forced-to-pick-cotton-report- f inds
(27)  https://www.europar l .europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240419IPR20551/products-
made-with-forced- labour-to-be-banned-from-eu-s ingle-market


